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Guetloay, mu 13. 1693. 


We think = pent rem de 

ding co our Promile, of Printing what fhould be tenc, 
an it to the Prefs, and have order'd Our Book- 
feller to preferve the Original, that fuchas pleafe may con- 
fult that and the Printed Paper together, to fee that thefe 
Gentlemen have tair play, who mey expect our Replication 
in a little time. We doubt not but this will be pleafant En- 
tertainment enough to the Town, efpecially thofe that have 
been abus'd by them; and as for their Reafon, and clole 
Arguing, We have now a Specimen of it, which how little 
fervice it does their Caufe, every one that has two Grains 
ot Senfe, and one Eye open, will difcern at firft fight, and 
we doubt pot but will be more fully fatisfied in a little time. 
The Paper it felf is tco long, and we can add no more here. 


Having receiv'd this Paper, 


An Anfwer to the Athenians Arguments againft Aftro- 
losy, in their Mercury, Dared Saturday, January 


qth. 169;. 
ie ; Sor Attrol 

and Aftrologers, without making a due diftinction, 

between what is Legitimate therein, and what is 
illesitimate, and between ‘the Abufers of that Art, and thofe 
that abufe it not: and that you have cenfured and expofed 
to the Cenfure of others both the whole Art and Artifts in 
general, as impious and foolifh, I have thought ic my Duty, 
having been no lazy Student therein, not tacitly to fuffer you 
to impofe on the World, but to endeavour to reduce you with- 
in your due bounds, which you have with unutual Extrava- 
gancy exceeded beyond all the Enemies Aftrology ever had, 
at Jeaft that have Occurr’dto my reading: And to keepto your 
own Method in thortening the Terms, your Senfe is as follows, 

Athens. The Stars being {uperior in Altitude, and not in Power 
and Nature, can no more act upon, or influence an inferior, than 4 
Chimney is more noble than.a Man, or a Bird can eftablifh a Domi- 
nion over bim by flying over his bead. 

Student. That the Stars are fuperor in Nature to all Ter- 
rene Beings, their Permanency, being always the fame in Num- 
ber, Colour and Magnitude, and their Conftancy and Regu- 
larity of Motion, and che Mutability, Inftabilicy, and Incer- 
tainty of all Terrene and fublufary things, do plainly thew ; 
and that they are “fuperior in Power, the Scripture teltifies, 
Fob 38. 31,33. And your felves grant by confefiing the in- 
fluence of the Sun and Moon, except you would have us make 
the Earth a Planet, and the Sun afid’Moon no Stars, the Air 
being alrered by the Aocefs and Recefs of the Sun, but the 
Sun not altered by that: And ever the. Sun, Moon ard Stars 
being afferred in Scripture to rule over the Day and Night, 
is fuficient to manifeft the Superiority of their Power. 

Athens. So long as :iere’s Virtue and Vice, Wifdom and Folly 
inthe World, we fhall nvr want a proper Caufe of all the Orders 
and Diforders in it. 

Student. This Opinion of yours Itake to be flatly repug nant 
to Solomons, who’ telis us, That all things came alike to all, 
there is one Event to the Righteous and to the Wicked, to the 
Good, and to the Clean, and to the Unclean : Sothat we fe: nei- 
ther Vice nor Virtue are che Caule of theie Events ; if they 
were, Vice muft always be attended wich Evil, and Virtue 
with Good : But we are further told by the fame Solomon, 
that which Experience alfo teftifies, That Time and Chance 


Entlemen, finding your rude handling of Aftrology 


-happens to allmen, fo that the Race is not always to the fwift, 


nor the Bartle so the ftrong, neither yet Bread to the wife, 8c. And 
evil things do’ fo often attend Virtuous and wife men, -and 
ood things the Vitious and foolifh, that no Man knoweth 
either Love or Hatréd by all that is before them. 
Athens. If the Air be the mediate Ciufe of all things, the Stars 
( which none of you are fo filly to fay are the immediate Caufe of any 
thing ) can be the caufe of nothing. 

° Student, Whether the Air be the mediate Caufe of all things 
I fhall not difpuce, but would willingly know of the Atheni- 
ans what is done without ic ? But to day, if the Air be the me- 
diate Caufe of all things, there canbe no other mediate Caufe 
of any thing, as your Senfe muft be taken to avoid Nonlenfe, I 
think I not tell you is falfe, for you cannot be fo igno- 
rant as not to know it, only being pregnant with a Sophifti- 
cal Elench, you mutt be deliver'd on’t, and the Aftrologer is 
bound to anfwer it ; for che fatisfaction of others therefore, I 


fay, when God makes ufe of Means for producing an Event or 


Effect, fhall we think he always makes ufe of but one or two 
things in the Creation? Or can we be fo blind as not co fee he 
hath ty’d Nature, and the whole Creation together by a Chain 
of mnediate and fubordinate Caules, (fome nearer, and fome 
more remote?) And the laft Caule uled for producing the 
Efteét, isthat which we call an immediate or neareft Caufe, 
And that God does thus concatenate, or link che World toge- 
ther, the Prophet is very plain, Hof. 2.21. I will bear {2ith the 
Lord, I will hear the Heavens, and they fhall bear the Earth, and 
the Earth fhall hear the Corn, and the Wine, and the Oyl, and they 
Shall hear Fexreel : Now here being plainly four Caufes of Mans 
Prefervation, viz. God, the Heavens, the Harth, aud the 
Fruits, ‘twould be pleafant to fee the Athenians make but one 
mediate, and the reft al! immediate Caufes of Man’s prejerva- 
tion, and at the fame time keep to the tenfe of chis Text : Now 
if you pleate, take you Homers Chain, and give us this. 

Athens. There was never any of you fo filly as to fay, the Stars 
were the immediate Caule of any thing ; if fo, they would neceffirate, 
not incline. 

Student. Sure Athens never forgot her felf more than now : 
Does not the Sun, as the moft immediate Caule make Sum- 
mer > Does he not immediately give heat ? and do not both he 
and the Stars immediately give light ? It there be any nearer,or 
more immediate Caufe of the aforefaid things caufed, 1 fhould 
be glad to know them : But chele are fuch,.Quzbus pofitis,ponun- 
tur effetta, cx fublacis tolluntur; and therefore abfolutely near- 
eft, or immediate ; Therefore ( by your leave ) they fome 
times Neceflitate according to your own rule: Now if they 
neceflitate when they are immediate Caufes ; ‘tis alfo but juft 
to let them incline, when they are Canfes more remote and 
mediate. 

Athens. We'll grant you Qualifications of Excellency in the 
Planets 4s v0 their Glory, as Heighth, Motion, 8c. But for the Pe- 
culiarity and wife of them wt deny it, ( the Sun and Moon excepted 
for influence. ) 

Student) Here it feems you confefs the Sun and Moon to 
have influence, but deny it to the reft of the Planets, and I 
fuppofe you mean the reft of the Sears : Now if you deny it 
to the fixed Stars, God in the Book of Fob will convince you, 
by afferting che Pleiades to be of a {weet Influence, and Or:- 
on Binding, which I think is fufficient to prove peculiarity 
of influence, not only of them, but by a Synechdoche, of a!l 
the reft: Now you'll be very troublefome, it you confefs tie 
influence of che Sun and Moon, and have che influence of che 
fixed Stars proved, to deny the influence of the other five Pla- 
nets. God, when he made the World made no fuch diffe- 
rence, but gave one Commandment to them all, Let them be 
for figns and for feafons, and for days and years ; 10 that their 
Ufe appears all one in Genere, tho’ not in Specie. And if 
we have proved an influence in them, this influence may alfo 
(I hope ) be Contemplated by Man, as well as their Number, 
Order, Configurations, Regular Motions, @*c. 

Athens. The Stars do nut influence us to Love or Hate, or Even- 
ne(s of Temper, but the Paffions, as Fear, Love, Foy, Hope, An- 
ger, Sec. are innate, and whilft they are in beinz, are always rea- 
dy to be workt xpon, by means of the Senfes, which prejent us with 
Objes or Relitions agreeable, difagreeable, {urprizing, frigheful, 
joyous, Ske. 

Student. If every Man’s innate Paffions were alike, fo chat 
we did not fee one Man more paffionate generally than ano- 
ther, tho” begotten of the fame Parents, aud that meeting 
with the fame Objeét ; and if one and the fame Man would 
not fometimes laugh at the fame Object or Relation, that at 
another time will make him Mad or Angry: Nay, if we did 
not know Men that would in a good Humour pais by a great 
Fault or other Occafion of Anger, and at another time a lic. 
tle one, or perhaps none at all, but a Chimera of his own 
Brain will move him into a fuperlative Degree of Paffion, 
we need perhaps feek no other Reafons than you have given. 
But fince ‘tis otherwife, and your Reafons reach not thofe 
Differences, we ftill continue to think with Lyra upon Ferem. 
10. 2. that the Heavenly Bodies have a Power to change the 
Elements and things compounded of them unto divers Quali- 
ties, from which Humane Bodies are difpofed to divers In- 
firmities ; as from the Dominion of Afars Choler ts inflamed, 
fiom which iiflaming not only the Body is difpofed to fome 
Infirmity, but alfo the Senfitive Appetite to Anger, from 
which farther follow Difcords and Diflentions. sale! 


Athens 


Athens. Take @ Perfon whofe Alpects ave as good or as ill as you 
pleafe, fuppole tbe moft Malevolent, and {uch a Man may as that 
time be made éo rejoice, if you Conferr upon bim an Effate, a Pre- 
ferment, 2 Pardon, or what he would be moft pleafed with. 

Siudent. When the Man is pleas’d he’s pleas’, idem per idem : 
But if you pretend to make a Man rejoice or pleasd, or 
that any thing in this World can do it Simply and ot Neceffi- 
ty, I fear you are not fo good Divines as you would be thought 
to be. “Tis queftionable whether this World be capable of 
giving, or he of receiving what beft pleafes him, or whether 
it may not prove a Sorrow to him when he has ic: You re- 
member the Story of Midas, or if that be a Fable, that of So- 
lonon is nots who had the thing that he defired moft, even 
Wifdom, the moft defirable of all things, and yet he found 
he thac encreafeth Knowledge encreafeth Sorrow ; all was 
Vanity, and Vexation of Spirit. 

Achens. Suppofe there is fomething of Truth in Aftrology, fince 
it’s [0 fallacious as it may be diverted, who can be {ure of what you fay ? 

sindent. We find the Heavenly Bodies neceffitate in fome 

Cafes, as in caufing Summer and Winter, Day and Night, in 
giving Light and Heat, according to their Accefs, Afcending, 
Defcending, Occultation, and in fome other things, as in the 
Alteration of the Air, ec. Which we cannot divert. And 
here what could hinder the Aftrologer having as much Cre- 
dit for Infallibilicy as any Philofopher, only al] are not Ar- 
tifts alike. But there are a Set of Accidents which depend 
partly upon Natural Caufes, partly upon our Wills, and if 

We by forefeeing can the better guard our felves againft an 
Evil. don’t be angry with our Wills, Prudence, ec. for di- 
verting it, (he is the happy Man that can do’t) nor with the 
Stars, becaule they do not domineer over our Wills. God 
has :nade the World and us to pleafe himfelf, and not to pleafe 

Ou. 

; Athens. The Sun by its Diftance or Nearne(s canfes Winter 
and Sumer, the two Great Changes; as for the leffer Changes, 
which are only accidental, by wah of Winds bringing more or 

les Nitre (or Nitrous Air) fromthe Frigid Zone, or the contrary ; 
or by Evhalations, Inundations, Earthquakes, and 4 mulcitude 

more of {uch things as may condemm or ravifie, and caufe a greater 
or lefjer quantity of Clouds, &c. which may interpoje and hinder 
the Sun from having the like Effects at all times. 

Student. The lefler Changes being accidental by reafon of 
Winds bringing more or leis Nitre, ¢’c. is as much as to fay, 
they come by Chance or you don’t know how, unlefs you 
had told us what "tis moves thele Winds. Now to go from 
one Roundie of Seeond Canfes to another, till wecome at the 
Firft Caufe, what chink you if we fhould take the Stars in our 
way? Fortho’ the Winds blow where they lift in refpeét of 
us, yet not fo in refpeét of God, who has made a Weight for 
them to weigh them by, Fad 28. 25. Therefore leavi 
blind Chance, and fuppofing God governs the World, 
think ‘tis the fafeft way to agree with Divines, even thofe 
who have been Enemies to Aftrology, in their Expofitions up- 
on Gen.1.14- Frade §. 20. F0b38.31. That the Stars have in- 
fluence upon the Air, and do thereby, caufe Wind, Hail, Rain, 
Tempeft, Drought, Inundasion, ¢o’c. And I think, my felf 
very fafe in fo doing ; never fearing any New Difcoveries, or 
an: America in Divinity. 

Athens. ‘Wir don’t 9 y Afpects, Conjunétions, Oppofitions, 
&c. always produce the fame Seajons, Accidents, &c. if they ave 
the proper caule of them? 

Student. This Queftion betrays your Ignorance, and fhews 
tis only want of being better read in thefe Studies, that makes 
you quarrel with them, which Defe&s nave commonly wait- 
ed on the Enemies to Aftrology. For, I would fain know, 
when the fame Afpeéts ever happen’d before, that are now 
this z5th of May 1693 ? Orwhen they will again, if your 
Aftronomy will reach fo far? For I fuppofe you don’t defire 
to be underitood of one fingle Afpeét, fince the Rules of 
Altrology teach'us not to judge by ene fingle Afpeét, but to 
confider them all,, in all their Mixtures and Complications, 
and that as well of thofethat are Platique as Partil: And 
‘twill puzzle you, I fear, tofind two Planets in the fame 
Parti] Afpeétin the fame Degree and Minute of Longitude, 
and having the fame Latitude as before. But if you could, 
all the reft of the Heavens are not (I hope) obliged to ftand 
idle, till you make your Obiervations of this fingle Afpect ; 
and there being other Afpe&s complicating now than were 
before, if you were Men of Reafon, you would not expect 
the fame Seafons ec. I confefs I can’t but pity your Igno- 
rance, andat che fame time abhor your Prefumption, in fay- 
ing, youcan give a knowncertain Reafon (of the difference 
of the Seafons 1 fuppofe you mean) which the Aftrologer 
can't do. For whatdo you know therein that the Aftrolo- 
ger doesnot? And it being proved that the Stars have In- 
fluence in the Alteration of the Seafons, the Aftrologer which 
ona their Influence, muft needs know more than you that 

eny it... 

: Now, for the Five Invincible Queftions. 

Athens. Queft. 1. Suppofe 3 Footmen were to run a Race, and 


come t6 three different Affrologers at the fame time, and have the 


na iy wil te te each: Query, Since one 4 win and twa 
ofe, why will ¢ vologers tell them an Ti lity, that the! 
muft abbrwain or alllofe ? ag - f 


Student, Either tlie three Footmen may part Stakes, and 
‘may not rurat all ; or not all be defirouws of informing them- 
felves from Art at the fame time ; or not have the opportuni- 
ty of fpeaking to Artifts at the fame time ; or they, or fome 
of them may do ft upon light motions of the Mind, and then 
the Scheme not being Radica),the Aftrologers Judgment from 
a Horary Queftion will be uncertain, which the Rules of Arr 
teach. Now if you could prove tous that three Footmen 
have run, have had an opportunity to {peak with three Ar- 
tifts at che fame moment, and have all three been very anxious 
and folicirous ineach of their Queftions, you’l put us in hope 
the Sky is a falling, and we tha!) catch Larks; bur otherwife 
you have only been beating the Air, and catch’t nothing. 
But fuppofe there thould be a poflibility, in rerwm natura, of 
fuch a ftrange Wonder, ‘tis but alfo fuppofing the three Foor 
men’s Nativities be truly known to the Artilts, and they may 
by various Tranfits upon each Nativity find ground enough to- 
diftinguith the one Winner ftom the two Lofers, if che Wager 
be not fo great to deferve a Direétion te decide it. 

Athens. Qu. 2. Why you pretend to tell Matters of great Con{e- 
quence, 4s Life and Death, Marry or not, Happy or not, 8ec- and can't 
keep your felves from Contradifting one another, in the little Concern 
of the Weather, and that the mo{t knowing of you mis oftner than 
hitts 5 and particularly Mr. J. G. that (aid it would be Snow the 
Lt of Jan. 93. which was she fineft Day that had then been this 

ear. 

_ Student. That the moft knowing mifs oftener than he hits 
is falfe, chat Mc. Gadbury was Miftaken is more than you know, 
for I faw it Rain that Morning, which muft be Snow in other 
places more Northerly. And when all Divines agree in the 
Interpretation of the Various Texts of Scripture, and Law- 
yers ceafe to differ in their Opinions in Points of Law, and 
Phyfitians in Phyficks and Prognofticks upon the Sick, then 
will Aftrologers alfo agree in che little Concern of the Wea- 
ther: But why you fhould be fo unkind as not co let them 
tell of other Accidents, becaufe chey do nor agree in that of 
the Weather, I don’t underftand ; fince’tis the fame as if I 
fhould debarr you from performing aay thing in Aftronomy, 
till you are agreed whether the Earth or Sun moves. But 
why can’t a Man know great Accidents if he don’t know lit- 
tle ones ? Can't you your felves forefee Summer and Winter, 
and yet not forefee the lefler Changes of the Weather. 

Athens. Qu. 3. Let 4 Man from any fix'd ftanding go towards 
the Eaft, Weft, North or South; will you take three Guinea's 10 
two that you tell to which Point be went ? 

Student. If any Aftrologer ever pretended to Anfwer fuch 
a Queftion fo Circumftantiated, or (which. israll one in Effect) 
thar the Stars were privy to every Adtion depending upon our 
Wills, or were accountable for every Whim aad Fancy that 
comes into our Brain, lec that Aftrologer anfwer it, if you 
know him, and if you don’t, you talk idle. . 

Wanting room to infert the other Queftions and the An- 
fwers to them, Ihave thought fit co deierr them to another 
Opportunity, which fhall be fo foon as you defire it. Only 
as to the fifth Queftion, I mutt defire you to be fo kind, as to 
tell mein what Volume and Mercury I may find thole Que- 
ftions. For I have thought ‘twould be lois borh of Money 
and Time to purchafeand read all the Volomes,: Tho’ your 
frequent neglect of citing the Volumes and Mercuries to 
which you refer, isto thatend, to get our Money, and then 
laughatus. For I doubt not but you laugh atiome of your 
Cliants, as well asfome of themlaugh atyou. 

You may, if you pleafe, priat thefe Anfwers ;,if not, you 
are at your liberty ; for I fhan’c fubfcribe my Name and 
place of Habitatiou, on purpofe to hold you to your Pro- 
mife: Which Trick of yours is juft fo fair as che French 
fight, vig. Get behind their Entrenchments and Parapets,, and 
then ye Englifh Dogs, come if ye dare. Ithink’tistime enough 
totell my Name, when you tell yours: For why fhould you 
defire others to expofe cthemfelves, more than you do your 
felves ? Except youare minded to publifh your,, telves Cow- 
ards. ) 00% 

To conclude, if you print not thefe Anfwers, you are 
not like to fave your felves long under your Shelter, fince 
twill coft us bue a little Time and Charge, in our Approach- 
es, and mounting our Artillery, to lay you open, and force 
you either co fight upon equal ground, Surcender, or run 
from | 

Your Humble Servant, 


A Student in Aftrology. 


© Mr. Aather’s New Book will’ be Pabli(ht 
next Thurfday. : 


LONDON, Printec 
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